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Faith Lutheran Church

PHONE: 320.796.2522

WEB SITE: www.faithspicer.org

E-MAIL: faithspicer@tds.net
Pastors

Simon Fensom 320.796.4244

Michael Vinson 320.354.0145

Staff

Parish Administrator ~ Michelle Peterson
Ministry Coordinator Marge Erickson
Worship Coordinator ~ Sharolyn Peterson
Education Coordinator Jennifer Lien
Mission Coordinator ~ Sharolyn Peterson

Financial Secretary Regina Mulder
Administrative Assistant Joy White
Preschool Teacher Trisha Voss
Preschool Aide Stacy Brisendine
Property Manager Gary Lagerstedt

Nursery Care Giver Amanda Stai-Lungren

Custodian Sheryl Schaeffer
Church Council
President Tom Deadrick
Vice President Jennifer Davenport
Older Adults Ken Kruger
Adults Carter Stenberg
Young Adults Sonya Erickson
Youth Oden Rogers
Elementary Julie Schultz

Infants & Preschool Brian Eichhorst

Check out our website!
www.faithspicer.org

FAITH FORECASTER

Welcoming the Community to Rejoice and Grow in Serving the Lord
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@) ’ New Member Welcome
Sn February S @ 10:35am
Serving caramel rolls between services
8:15am - 11:45am
Papa Murphy Pizza Pick Up

Pn,aa Wurpﬁy’f.,

Camp Sunday

T February 11 & 12
AN

Special offering for camp scholarships
Wear your “camp clothes”!

Lent Begins
o

Ash Wednesday
February 22 % PR
Wednesday

Worship at 7:00pm
Imposition of Ashes

Praise & Play Preschool
*Full Days* Beginning September 2012!
Look for more information coming soon!



GROWING AT/IN FAITH from Pastor Simon

I want to share with you some of my gleanings from our annual Leadership Retreat this past week,which
proved to be a very enlightening and fruitful evening for me. Our conversations were shaped by these
three questions:

Where are we?

According to the membership statistics, Faith continues to be a growing congregation. I just held a bap-
tism orientation for seven of our families this week and am busy preparing for another new member orien-
tation this coming week - all of which attest to our consistent numerical growth. In contrast, however, our
worship attendance and financial giving are not keeping pace - they continue to remain flat. Why is that?

For me, last night's conversation around that question clarified an answer: We lack intentionality about
our growth. Yes, we are growing, but we are not planning for growth.

Of course, this observation then begs the question: "What does it mean to grow?", and your leadership
team came up with the following answers: to grow in spirituality, efficiency, technology, membership,
programming, faith, finances, mission, acreage, enthusiasm, diversity, partnerships, staffing and opportu-
nities - a great list to be sure. But such a list then begs the ultimate question: "Do we want to grow?", or
more importantly, "Is God calling us to grow Faith Lutheran Church?" This is probably the most impor-
tant question we have to answer as a congregation in the immediate future.

Where are we going?

If the answer to the ultimate question of growth is "no" (and please know, this is a legitimate answer that
many congregations choose - albeit by default), we will morph into a maintenance ministry once we have
reached capacity in our facility, which isn't too far away. However, If the answer is "yes," we will need to
establish a measureable goal or vision and a plan of action for how we will reach that goal or vision.

On a personal note, since Pastor Matt shared with me his decision to resign last summer, I have been tak-
ing every available opportunity to reflect upon my own call at Faith. That call has come clearly into focus
as I prepared, presented and reflected about the Leadership Retreat. Explicitly, I realize that I want to be
the pastor of a congregation that has a vision and a plan of action for growth. I trust, hope and pray that
Faith will continue to be that congregation with me.

How do we get there?

Interestingly, last Fall (at God's provocation perhaps?), the Life Stage Committees began working on a
Vision Statement for our future ministry. Hopefully, this Spring they will complete their work and, with
council approval, we can present an intentional vision statement to the congregation for consideration - a
time when we will also consciously answer the "ultimate" question: "Do we want to grow?"

Meanwhile, with the current pastoral transition in play, we also have a key opportunity before us to shape
our future ministry together in the calling of a pastor. (Please read the process outlined later in this news-
letter "Calling A New Pastor." Fill out a questionnaire yourself and consider serving on the Call Commit-
tee.)

Ultimately, how we "get there," will depend upon each and every one of us who make up the congregation
of Faith Lutheran Church. Thank you for your continued participation as we live out our faith,
"welcoming the community to rejoice and grow in serving the Lord." Thanks be to God.




Welcoming the Communitx...

“Behind The Scenes”

Michelle Peterson, Administrator

Do you remember the fingerplay when you were a
child “Here is the church, here is the steeple, open
the doors and see all the people...”? It never oc-
curred to me how important ““all the people” are until
I got older and involved in a congregation. This
month I thought you would be interested in learning
just how many people it takes to make church
“work” on a Sunday! So here goes...

50 choir members, 1 musician, 4 ushers, 1 reader, 4
communion assistants, 2 acolytes, 4 greeters, 1 wel-
come center volunteer, 4 coffee servers, 8 Sunday
school shepherds, 6 workshop leaders, 1 hall angel, 2
Grapple leaders, 4 Re:Form leaders, 4 Pre-K leaders,
1 children’s message leader, 1 altar guild member, 4
cookie bakers, 1 altar flower giver, 1 communion
bread baker and I might be forgetting something!
That is a total of 104 volunteer members sharing
their gifts to spread the word of God with the rest of
us!

Share your gifts...don’t be shy! We can teach you
how to make coffee, bake wafers, answer phones,
etc. Kids don’t care if you sing off-key! And it’s
not just Sundays- We offer many opportunities on
other days of the week to be involved in living out
your faith. Watch the bulletin, Forecaster and Op-
portunities to Serve to see where God is calling you.

“Staff Spotlight”

Jennifer Lien is the Education Coordinator at Faith.
Other than the pastors, she is probably the most rec-
ognizable member of staff- if you have kids, had
kids, grandkids, or have worked with kids, like kids,
or have thought about liking kids...chances are you
have met Jennifer! Jennifer coordinates all of the
Sunday school programming, the Wednesday after
school programs, the Vacation Bible School, assists
with youth programming, Confirmation, scheduling,
camp scholarships, curriculum development, pre-
school fundraising, adult bible studies, etc. She has
been with us “officially” since 2001 as a part-time
coordinator and moved into her full-time role in
2009. She is in the office Monday- Friday planning,
recruiting volunteers, getting supplies, etc. and is
here on Sundays making sure everything is running
smoothly. (Legend has it she even has an apartment
hidden here at church!) Jennifer and her family have
been members of Faith since 1997. She and her hus-
band Grant have four adult children and one old
doggy named Derby. When Jennifer is not at church
she likes reading, pontoon rides, and wedding plan-
ning with her daughter, but most especially spending
time with her grandson Aiden.

Thank you Jennifer!

2012 LENTEN
SOUP SUPPER SCHEDULE

February 22—Ash Wednesday
Jay Kieft’s Grd 9 Confirmation Group & mentors
Tomato Soup With Grilled Cheese

February 29
Mike Klaer’s Grd 8 Confirmation Group & mentors
Chicken Wild Rice, Homemade bread

The evening you are scheduled to help, please be at
the church by 5:00pm. All people serving need to
bring a pan of bars or two dozen cookies on their
night. All proceeds will go towards the youth going
to the New Orleans Youth Gathering. Look for a
food donation poster in the Gathering Area soon.

7 New Member Orientation
:

Xﬁ;};\ Thursday, February 2
) at 6:30pm
WELCOME

If you or someone you know is interested in joining
Faith, please call the church office. Childcare will
be provided. New members will be welcomed at
the 10:35am service Sunday, February 5.

Remember

Have you returned your
Your Pledge

2012 Pledge Card?

You can pick one up at the Welcome Center or get
one off our website at faithspicer.org.
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2011 Recap: So how did things end up this past
year? Once again, our members answered the call
to give ‘above and beyond’ their normal commit-
ment. In the month of December we had almost
$100,000 in offerings- that is about 14% of our total
mission plan for the year! Thanks to each and every
one of you who helped make this possible. How-
ever at the end of the year, we were short in meeting
our expenses by $10,117. Thankfully, we were able
to absorb that loss with our “rainy day fund” sav-
ings account, in order to meet all of our obligations.

And what does all this mean for 20122 Consistent
giving is so important to helping us meet our mis-
sion plan here at Faith. Last fall, we encouraged
people to sign up for Simply Giving, the automatic
offering program. As a result, we have doubled the
monthly amount we receive. We reduced our over-
all budget for this year and are continuing to explore
ways to run a “leaner and meaner” church, without
compromising the quality of our ministries and wor-
ship experience.

How can you help? *Prayerfully consider a regular
financial commitment to the mission of Faith Lu-
theran Church. *Complete a pledge card for 2012.
*Sign up for Simply Giving automated offering.
*Give of your time to help with the ministries and
missions at Faith. *Live out your faith in daily life.
*Designate your Thrivent Choice dollars to Faith.
*Invite others to worship at Faith.

Questions or Suggestions? Please share them with
us...contact the church office for more information
about any of the ways to help our mission. If you
have an idea or a passion you would like to help be-
come a reality at Faith, talk to a member of staff,
Council or life-stage committee.

Thanks Be To God.

Our Church’s Financial Health
As of January 22, 2012

Mission Plan approved for 2012: = $702,423.00
YTD offering needed: = $54,032.52
YTD offering received: $42,415.42

, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans*
Let’s thrive:

The Thrivent Choice program allows Thrivent
members to redirect some of the annual income for
Thrivent to a charity of their choosing. Eligibility
requirements are: being a benefit member age 16 or
older, holding a Thrivent volunteer leadership posi-
tion, having $800 or more in annual premiums of
insurance products, or having $20,000 or more in
contract value of products.

If you are eligible, you will receive a letter in the
mail. You can also go to www.thrivent.com to find
out more and to set up your contribution to Faith
Lutheran. Thank you for your continued support!

~ Simply Giving ~

Enjoy The Convenience
Of Electronic Giving

How to get started~

To set up electronic donations, simply complete an
authorization form. It can also be found on Faith’s
website (faithspicer.org), or at the Welcome Center.
Return the completed form to the church office, at-
tention Regina. If you have any questions, please
contact us at 796-2522.



http://www.thrivent.com
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Calling A New Pastor
Accepting Committee Questionnaires

One of the first steps in the call process is the forma-
tion of a call committee. This committee will part-
ner with the synod to: receive candidate profiles,
meet with candidates, and ultimately, with congre-
gation approval, extend a call to our new pas-
tor. The call committee should intentionally reflect
the makeup of the congregation regarding gender,
age and various segments of the ministries within
our congregation. Many people report that serving
on a call committee turned out to be one of the most
important things they ever did as members of the
church. At its most recent meeting, our Council ap-
proved a process for appointing the call commit-
tee. If you are interested in serving as a member
of this committee, please complete a questionnaire
(available at the Welcome Center and on the web-
site) and return it to the church office by Sunday,
Feb. 19. The Council will review these question-
naires and appoint a committee of seven mem-
bers. The committee will then be installed during a
worship service and begin their work together. If
you have any questions about this process, please
contact Pastor Simon, Michelle Peterson, or any
member of Council.

“GO FIGURE!?!”
FOR YOUNG ADULTS
(AGES 16-30)...

Starting the first Sunday in February; Go figure is
getting a “faith lens”....the ELCA weekly bible
study for youth and young adults. Faith Lens is a
weekly topical bible study that comes with devo-
tions, scripture readings and timely conversations
starters. Go Figure with Faith Lens will continue to
meet in the fireside room during the education hour
on Sundays. We look forward to seeing you there!

Tuesday’s Table
at Faith

@)
Don’t forget to join us every third Tuesday of the
month. Our dinner includes lasagna, a salad and
dessert! Last month we served 160 people! We
dine from 6:00pm until 6:30pm and it’s free! Bring
as many friends as you like. Hope to see you there!
See the complete monthly schedule on the Link

page.

WELCA WINTER RETREAT

Monday, February 20 at Green Lake Bible Camp
Registration begins at 9am
Cost is $10.00 and includes noon meal
Program is on Missions
Sign up by the church office

e/PP‘az;f)ér

"LET JUSTICE PREVAIL"
2012 World Day of Prayer
March 2 @ 1:00pm
Faith Lutheran Church

Through World Day of Prayer women around the
globe affirm that prayer and action are inseparable
and that both have immeasurable influence in the
world.

Since the first World Day of Prayer service in 1920,
interdenominational communities of women have
been coming together to pray for peace and justice
around the world. It was the very notion that com-
munities of women across denominational lines
could take part in prayer together that sparked this
movement, which continues today. The World Day
of Prayer has since that time expanded to more than
170 countries and regions.

The women of Malaysia ask us to come together in
March as worshipping communities to think about
justice and how we may approach it in an interfaith
world. "Let Justice Prevail" will be celebrated all
over the world on Friday, March 2, 2012.

All offerings received will be donated to the World
Day Of Prayer Organization and the Link.
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T— Thank you for the plate of

:yﬁnr J2/;? goodies for Thanksgiving and
" the poinsettia plant for Christ-
— mas.
e Lillian Nelson
Thank you very much for your gifts at Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas. The cup and goodies in it was
very nice and the poinsettia is beautiful. Thank you
also for the visits to Glen Oaks.
Merrill Hanson

Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia plant. We
had a nice visit with Brian.
Colleen & Sy Foss

Thank you for remembering me with the beautiful
poinsettia plant. I am enjoying it so much!

God’s Blessings,

Irene Brecke

Thank you so much for the beautiful poinsettia plant
that was brought to me at the Belgrade nursing
home. It brightened up my room so nice.

Your friend in Christ,

Marvin (Bud) Grothem

Thank you for the Christmas gifts. They are all
things I will use.
Amy Suckstorff

Thank you all so much for the lovely Christmas
gifts. The gifts were so specially chosen. There
were enough pajamas for each and every patient.
What a blessing for them. Also, the gift cards are
very much appreciated to buy specific items for the
kids. We are blessed to have such thoughtful do-
nors. May each of you be blessed for your generos-
ity.

CABHS Staff

Thank you for all the Christmas presents. We loved
them all.
Fourth Avenue Homes

Thank for the lovely poinsettia.
Irma Arneson

Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia plant. It
cheers up our house.
LaVonne Eliason

Thank you to my friends at Faith for the delicious
Thanksgiving goodies and poinsettia. A special
thank you to Pastor Mike for his visit and Nona and
Rhonda for their visits. God bless you and yours.
Junnette Hovland

Thank you Faith Lutheran for the beautiful poinset-
tia plant I received for Christmas, very nice.

Sincerely,
Gerald Brandjord

Your gift was just wonderful. You gave me every-
thing I wanted and more. You have given me a
very Merry Christmas.

Mary Hoerchler

We appreciate your gifts and thank you for your
kindness!
Kim and Hannah

Thank you for your $100 donation. On behalf of
the twenty thousand men, women and children who
used the food shelf last year....thank you for your
support.

WAFS Board of Directors and Staff

Thank you so much for your generous donation to
us. We really appreciate it! Happy New Year and
may God Bless your ministry mightily this year.
Dave Eliason

Executive Director GLLM

Thank you for your recent gift. Your support makes
it possible to complete our projects. For this, a
heartfelt thank you!

Joline Hovland

Executive Director - Habitat for Humanity

Thank you to all of you for your unwavering sup-
port of our Ridgewater College students. Our
weekly activities are also well underway as is the on
-campus Christians In Action (C.I.LA) group. We
know that none of these activities would be possible
without you and your congregations support. If you
are aware of anyone who would like to serve on the
Lutheran Campus Ministry Board or on the Friends
Of Campus Ministry Board please let us know.
Your partners in Christ,

Lutheran Campus Ministry Board and Lutheran
Campus Ministry Chaplain
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Our Church Family

The following members have been listed in our
Prayer Concerns during the month of January:

Phyllis Tompt Sandy George
Wendell Halvorson N Verlon Caskey
Lois Osland Pra 8% Kathy Anderson
Marion Olson uests Leila Wenzel
David Essendrup Donald Sogge
Jaden & Ashley Baker
Kelly Eckhoff & Kari Harlow
SR
SR
Its a Girl!
McKenna Nicole Baker

Daughter of Jaden and Ashley Baker
Born December 29, 2011

Nicholas Gerald McKenzie
Son of Paul McKenzie & Stephanie McKenzie
January 21, 2012

COMMUNITY GARDEN

Are you getting seed catalogs in the mail?

It’s almost that time of year again! Sign up for the
2012 growing season! To reserve your 15 ft by 15 ft
plot, stop by the Welcome Center to sign a gar-
dener’s agreement and pay the $20 plot fee by
March 1. After that date, it will be opened up to the
community at large to reserve garden plots. For
more information, contact Sharolyn Peterson at 796-
2522 or flc_sharolyn@tds.net.

Do you head south
for the winter?

— N TN

If you are one of these lucky people would you
please call the church office and let us know your
winter address along with the dates that you will be
gone? The post office charges us every time we get
a returned mailing. Help us keep all our costs down
and keep us updated on where you are. Thank you!

—————\/

February Worship Scripture Readings
Feb. 4 & 5 ~ [saiah 40:21-31
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 & Mark 1:29-39

Feb. 11 & 12 ~2 Kings 5:1-14
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 & Mark 1:40-45

Feb. 18 & 19 ~ 2 Kings 2:1-12
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 & Mark 9:2-9

Feb. 25 & 26 ~ Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22 & Mark 1:9-15

On The Move!

Did you know that if you walk 7 laps around Faith,
that equals 1 mile! This is what our Biggest Loser
group has been doing the past couple of months. If
you want to get out and move this winter feel free to
come and walk the halls here at Faith.

o

7
7
.

HOb%’lght

This month we are making Hobby Night a two day
event! Join us Friday night Feb. 10 at 6:30pm and
Saturday, Feb. 11 from 9:00am-4:00pm. Contact
Sonya Erickson at 320.444.1134 with questions.
Hope to see you here!


mailto:flc_sharolyn@tds.net

...to Rejoice...
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P Sy BAKER NEEDED!!!

e
Do you enjoy baking? Do you appreciate the com-
munion bread rather than the white wafers? Here is
an opportunity for you!!!!
We are in need of people to bake our communion
bread. The utensils, ingredients, and recipe are pro-
vided and you can bake them in the kitchen at
church. Maybe call a friend and bake them together
while catching up! If you can help, sign up on the
Opportunities to Serve card or contact Sharolyn Pe-
terson at church 796-25522 or flc_sharolyn@tds.net.
Thanks for helping!!!

Chancel Choir Sings!
February Schedule
Sunday, Feb.5 & 19 @ 8:30am & 10:35am

Sunday School Students Sing
Sunday, Feb. 26 @ 10:35am

ALTAR FLOWERS e R

Atar Flowers

There is a new Flower Chart by the Welcome Center
for people to sign up on for providing altar flowers
during the coming year. If you would like to honor
an event or a person, or if you would like to remem-
ber someone special in your life, consider signing
up. Be sure to designate who/what you are honoring.
Altar flowers are an integral part of our worship ex-
perience and much appreciated. If you have any
questions, call Sharolyn Peterson at church 796-2522
or flc_sharolyn@tds.net.

LENT BEGINS ON FEBRUARY 22!

A schedule of the Lenten Services will be mailed out
February 15 along with Lent offering enve-
lopes. There will be envelopes to use for Ash
Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday as
well as the Lent services. We encourage you to at-
tend the services and use these envelopes for your
offering.

CAMP SUNDAY
‘ FEBRUARY 11 & 12
ve / PN

Join us for worship the weekend of February 11 &
12 as we celebrate our partnership with Green Lake
Lutheran Ministries!! Rev. Naomi Mahler, GLLM
Board Member, will be sharing with us about all that
GLLM has to offer, and the different ways that Faith
and the camps support each other. We are asking all
the children and youth (and those young at heart!!)
to wear “camp clothes” (shorts, t-shirts, flip flops,
etc) to church to celebrate Camp Sunday! A special
offering will be received for Bible camp scholar-
ships for Faith youth.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP
BULLETINS

Bulletiz~

Have you noticed that there are Children’s Bulletins
available from the ushers each weekend? There are 2
choices — Pre-Reader or Reader. Both describe the
worship message and go along with the Children’s
Message each week. They also are good conversa-
tion starters for parents to talk about the church sea-
son, the worship environment, or the Bible story em-
phasized that weekend. The bulletins are a part of the
SPARK curriculum which is used in our Sunday
School. Try them out and ask for them if your child
isn’t offered one.


mailto:flc_sharolyn@tds.net
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PRAISE T PLAY PRESCHOOL
February Activities

Themes: “If You Give a Mouse a Cookie”, things
that rhyme.

Art: Paint a puzzle, paint with salt crystal goop,
choose anything you wish from the art center for
free art.

Dramatic Play Area: Fireplace in the home, home
center, doll houses and barns.

Small Group Activities: Put picture in story order
for “Jack and Jill Went up the Hill”, find something
in the basket that rhymes with the word the teacher
says, erase the rhyme, find rhyming words in books,
roll the thyming dice.

Story: If you Give a Mouse a Cookie, Nursery
Rhymes, School Dog Cool Dog, etc.

Journaling: Draw a picture of two rhyming words,
finish the sentence, if you give a mouse a cookie...
Science: Can you make a marble follow a path?
Faster? Slower?

Letters: X, W, M, T, C

Numbers: 17-20

Other: Patti Dols is sharing her musical talents with
the preschool once a month. This month we learned
Jesus Loves Me, a bean bag song, How to keep the
beat with rhythm sticks, Down by the Bay, Apples
and Bananas, etc.

We have Bible stories every day and Pastor visits
twice a week.

Volunteer Opportunities

Donations: 1 am looking for old keys that you no
longer need, please drop them off at the church for
the preschool. We will use them for sorting activi-
ties. Thanks!

Classroom: Read a rhyming story, play a game,
share your knowledge, make a Valentine craft, etc.
Contact Trisha Voss for more information about
volunteering or registration. (320)796-2522 or
praiseandplay@tds.net.

.Wg*(/ds'l('{'/)’/‘
CLASSES

PLAN AHEAD FOR FALL 2012
REGISTER TODAY

Did You Hear?!
Praise T Play Preschool will offer
all day Programming!

Registration forms for fall 2012 are now available!
Students registering before April 30 will receive a
$10 discount on their $35 registration fee. Call 796-
2522 or email praiseandplay@tds.net to ask for de-
tails!

ONE MORE WAY
TO HELP US SAVE

FoodClub.

Labels For Learning

Thank you! Thank you! Praise T Play Preschool has
earned another $55 from Cashwise Foods! This is
SO great! To get points, please buy Food Club, Full
Circle, Top Care or Paws products at Cashwise
Foods in Willmar. The points will be printed on
your receipt. Bring in that tab from your receipt!

NOT JUST
CAMPBELL’S ANYMORE

Praise T Play Preschool uses the Labels For Educa-
tion program, sponsored by the Campbell’s com-
pany, to order useful supplies. “Eligible Products”
sheets are in a display in the east entryway at Faith.
Praise T Play Preschool is able to purchase art sup-
plies and other needed items with these points.
THANKS!

Coming Next Month:
March Food Drive
Be A Hero-Fight Hunger!

Need any size, clean peanut butter jars with tops.
Drop off'in the lobby. Thanks!
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WHAT ARE THE LITTLE BUGS DOING?
Caterpillars, Cocoons, Butterflies are studying Je-
sus’ baptism, Jesus as our shepherd, how much Je-
sus loves them and Moses as a baby. They are mak-
ing crafts, eating snacks, reading the stories and
playing games to help them learn. What do they like
best?

FAITH WALK IN ACTION

Grades1-4 are learning about Jesus miracles through
the wedding at Cana story. Ask them about their
activities!

GRAPPLE WITH GRADES 5 & 6

Theme: Who’s The Boss of Me?

Verse: Romans 13:1

Grapple with them about what they’re learning!

RE:FORM IN THE HANGAR - Gr. 7-9
Studying “Tough Questions” about war, the end of
the world and God’s love. Talk about this together!

CONFIRMATION=» GRADES 7-9
*IMPORTANT*

Students and Guides have Confirmation on Wednes-
day February 1, 8, 15 from 6-7:30pm. Don’t forget
February 22 is Ash Wednesday when we have wor-
ship at 7pm and our delicious homemade Soup Sup-
pers begin.

Beginning February 22 and every Wednesday
through Lent your confirmation child will have their
own personal confirmation guide. This person will
call on you to set up a specific time to meet on these
Wednesdays. It will be between 5:30pm-6:30pm.
They will meet for 1/2 an hour and then all confirma-
tion kids are expected to go to Lenten Worship ser-
vice at 7:00pm.

Red
Caterpillars who received a Spark (SpARK
§ STORYBIELE

Bible in January:

Julia Anderson Rayya Nieland
Palmer Dalton Ella Olson
Hayden Downey Olivia Paffrath

Carsen Hagedorn
Holton Hanson

Emma Quisberg
Emma Ruter

Leah Hardebeck Aubrey Sundstrom
Rylie Harrier Evan Swenson
Claire McComb Mallory Thorsrud
Shelby Miller Lily Verch

NEW ORLEANS
YOUTH TRIP 2012
CARAMEL ROLL

FUNDRAISER

Taste our delicious rolls for FREE between services
on the morning of Sunday, February 5. Order our
delicious rolls anytime throughout the month of
February. 4 fresh baked rolls are $6, 8 are $10 and
one dozen is $13. Rolls will be made FRESH for
pickup on Sunday morning March 4. Pick up times
in the church kitchen are 9:30am, 10:30am or
11:30am. Payment is due at time of order, pay at
Faith’s Welcome Center. Thank you!!

Come see what we’re doing!
9:30am Sunday mornings.

WaeSW

Join us at WASSUP! It’s for all kids Kindergarten —
Grade 6. Come to Faith for Wednesdays After
School Super Unique Playtime. We sing super
songs, eat yummy snacks, play great games and
make unique crafts. Please take the Faith bus from
NL-S schools. Parents, please pick up from church
at 5Spm. WASSUP happens on Wed., Feb 1, 8, 15 &
29. PLEASE NOTE - No WASSUP activities on
February 22.
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....In Serving the Lord....

THANKS FOR
SUPPORTING ALLY!

$709.56 has been collected to support
Allyson Streed. Read on for a message
from Ally. Greetings from Kumamoto,
Japan! “T am both humbled and honored
to be part of a covenant relationship with your con-
gregation. For this I would just like to say & 9 & &

W723& 5, Thank You!” I'm very grateful for the

many different ways in which you support this min-
istry here in Japan through me. For every kind of
support that you give, whether through prayers,
gifts, or anything else, I want to say ‘Thank you.’
Thanks for your offerings everybody, let’s continue
the great work!”

Football Picks for Mission

.

By next week we will know who will get to take
home the trophy this year for best picks! We had
sixteen players this year, up from twelve last year.
This group contributed about $600 to the Tuesday’s
Table community meal project!

A friendly competitive spirit kept these NFL fans
engaged throughout the season....more than we can
say for the beloved Vikings! Watch the gathering
area in the next few weeks for the announcement of
our winner and trophy display.

We will look forward to next season, and hope that
our group of players will grow...watch for the op-
portunity in August!

TWO GREAT SUMMER
ACTIVITIES FOR 2012

#1. VBS is happening at Faith on July 30 — August
3. It’s the GREATEST week of summer! Come
along and “FLY UP & AWAY” with us. We’ll learn
that “Everything is Possible with God!” Mark
10:27. Help us with our VBS atmosphere & activi-
ties — we need kites, toy airplanes, fiber fill, an air-
plane pilot skull cap, bubbles & plastic 35mm film
containers.

#2. Green Lake Bible Camp brochures are at the
Welcome Center. Check them out and make sum-
mer camp plans ASAP! Look for discounts offered
with early registration. Camp Sunday will be Febru-
ary 12 — look for the article in this Forecaster about
Camp Sunday!

WINTER WEATHER ALERTS
STUDENT ACTIVITIES

The Preschool, WASSUP & Confirmation sched-
ules follow the NL-S school calendar. If school at
NL-S is let out early or cancelled on a Wednesday —
we will not have WASSUP or Confirmation activi-
ties. Check for cancellations on Q102.5 fm radio’s
Operation Snow Desk or look on
www.yourq102.com.

Your help is needed to complete a
Lutheran World Relief mission project!

We need to complete 100 baby care kits this winter
and are in urgent need of ivory bar soap (individually
wrapped), dark hand towels and adult t-shirts to
make diapers. If you are able to donate any items
please leave them in the east entryway at church.

These Kits include:

2 lightweight cotton t-shirts or 2 onesies

2 long or short sleeved gowns or sleepers

2 receiving blankets

2 pair baby socks

2 plastic coated diaper pins or large safety pins

1 jacket, sweater or hooded sweatshirt or baby

cap or fleece yardage

2 bath size soap bars (individually wrapped)

+ 1 dark hand towel

¢ 4 cloth diapers or adult t-shirts which can be col-
ored or white with designs on them

¢ Additional needed items: used flannel sheets,
knit yardage, bias tape and narrow elastic

* & 6 6 o o

Thank you for your continued
support of this mission.
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MFAD
(Missionary for a Day)

Do you know that we support our ELCA Mission-
ary Ally Streed primarily through our Missionary
for a Day program? You can make a gift to
MFAD in honor or remembrance of a loved one at
any time during the year. Sign up on the board by
the Welcome Center for a day in honor or memory
of a loved one. Make your check payable to Faith
for $7 and designate it to MFAD. December do-
nations were given by:

In memory of:

Marlow Engebretson by Ray & Nona Oie

Alan Miller, Roger Radel, Verna Sandven, Anna-
belle Imsdahl, Marlow Engebretson by Gene &
Leila Wenzel

Eleanore Jacobson Godwin, Norma Henjum by
Marlyn and Marlys Jacobson

Marlow Engebretson by Faith WELCA

Marlow Engebretson, Janet Johnson and Roland by
Iris Johnson

Eleanor Jacobson Godwin by Arlene Gould
Loved Ones by Dorothy Swart

Thank You
Faith Builders!

It has been a busy 2011 for Lu-
theran Disaster Response here in
Minot, North Dakota. We thank you for coming and
being a part of that. Your skills and service made a
difference in the Cleanup and Button-up Phases of
the flood recovery.

Lutheran
Disaster
Rcspnn\'c

Bringing Help and Hope

The community of Minot is now moving into the
Rebuild Phase of the recovery process. LDR has
been working closely with a local Flood Recovery
Case Management Program to target the most vul-
nerable in the community.

This goal will not be possible without continued
service of skilled volunteers like you. We would
like to take this opportunity to invite you back to the
Minot area. Your skills would be put to use rebuild-
ing homes for those in the community who do not
have the means to rebuild otherwise.

CHRISTMAS IN KYRGYZSTAN

The Zimmerle Family sends wishes to all for a
“Happy New Year” from Kyrgyzstan. In an update
on their activities in their mission work they shared
the battle of having bedbugs in their residence
which has brought much frustration, work, and loss
of furnishings! Throughout this trying time, they
continue to serve the families in their community.

“We have much to thank God for helping our team
give a fun and meaningful Christmas for over 600
special needs and/or children at risk during these
last two weeks! I can hardly believe that our team
was able to pull it off despite all the personal strug-
gles we have had here at home. We deeply love and
appreciate them. They have held our hands up dur-
ing one of the most difficult times we have encoun-
tered here in Kyrgyzstan.”

Check out the bulletin board in the south entrance to
see the work they have been doing. To hear more
about their work, contact Sharolyn.

From the Parish Nurse

% “Healthy Eating Challenges”
f \\

As part of Faith’s Biggest Loser Weight Loss Chal-
lenge, we’d like to share a few healthy eating chal-
lenges for you to try (whether you are part of the

Challenge or not) there are 4 challenges — one for
each week of the month to try:

= Try using a smaller plate this week. The smaller
your plate, the smaller your portion.

= This week do not reward yourself with
food. Reward yourself with nonfood items like
a nap, a television show, a movie, massage, etc.

= Instead of choosing soda and sugary drinks this
week, try 100% fruit juices, diet sodas, water
with lemon or lime, carbonated water flavored
with natural flavorings, etc.

= If you eat out this week, choose a small or me-
dium portion. If the main dish is too big, choose
an appetizer or side dish instead. Try having
your salad dressing on the side.
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\ NEWS FROM THE LINK

Our mission:

ACreating a community whe
| ove of God through ser

From the Director....Report from 2011:

The Link completed its third year of exis-
tence in July and many great things are happening.
We served over 90 different households in 2011, and
shared over $40,000 in Outreach Assistance, help-
ing with things like rent, utilities, car insurance, auto
repairs and medical expenses. This kind of help
really makes a difference and families are very grate-
ful for help. One client wrote this:

Dear Friends of The Link Program,

[ just want to say thank you so much for your kind
financial gift to us during this medical emergency.
You are a fine exampl
minder that God hears us when we ask for help.
Thank you again and God bless.

At the New London Link Household Ex-
change on Main Street, we receive donations of used
household items such as furniture, kitchenware, bed-
ding and appliances, which are shared with people
who have a need. We serve an average of 20-25
households per month. Volunteers contribute a total
of 20+ hours a week serving their neighbors at this
site.

Through our Distribution Events we help
meet other needs. The Just the Basics event pro-
vided personal products, cleaning supplies and win-
ter outerwear and the Spring Drop-n-Shop Clothing
Exchange offered families a place to find some
“new” clothes. The Link served over 120 house-
holds between these two events this past year.

The Link also helps to coordinate Tuesdays
Table, the weekly community meal served at area
churches. After one year, average weekly atten-
dance is 130-150 per week. This wouldn’t be possi-
ble without the many volunteers each week and sup-
port of the participating congregations. The meal is
open to anyone in the community who wants to
share fellowship and conversation, take a night off
cooking and meet some new friends.

The Link continues to mature as an organiza-

tion. The Link’s Director, Naomi, participated in

e

The Minnesota Council of Non-Profits’ Performance
Management [eadership Institute. As part of a pro-
ject for the institute, The Link Board completed a

three-year strategic plan that will strengthen the or-
ganization and its programs for the future.
Finaffve T Hgbti.%gré;?@ EO@W dund

ng tro r FQundatipn, Thrjv ancpal for
1§her§lns, E’"elrlleE:)eUnlteg &]2&/, T e{Vjﬁlmgrl Cokrfrlllmu-
nity Foundation, The Good Samaritan Fund and The
Women’s Fund of WCF. We are also grateful for
support from different Community Groups such as
TDS, The New London Main Street Merchants,
United Minnesota Bank, United Prairie Bank, and
the support of community members and the area
churches. Without your on-going support, the Link
would not be able to exist. Thank you for being a
part of our ministry!

Monetary donations are always accepted
of  GRErdR Link’ 9f¥cEl hos N d
Faith Lutheran Church
310 Medayto Dr, Spicer, MN 56288.
Designate your check for The Link.

a r

Check out our new website: www.thelinknls.org
Like The Link on Facebook!

TUESDAY’S TABLE
;\\;ﬁ Join us Every Tuesday night at 6pm!

T ‘fl‘

1 Tues @ Our Lady of the Lakes, Spicer

2"! Tues @ Evangelical Covenant, New London
3" Tues @ Faith Lutheran, Spicer

4™ Tues @ Peace Lutheran , New London

5™ Tues @ Hope Presbyterian, Spicer

Tuesday’s Table is a great way to enjoy some fel-
lowship and conversation, take a night off from
cooking and meet some new neighbors! Invite a
friend! Volunteer to help!
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e BLESSINGS

s

Dianna Erickson, Brian Fredrick, Kira Grote-
lueschen, Riley Lorensen, Hattie Olson, Patrick
Rolighed

Bev Bahr, Kendra Spillman

Dean Anfinson, Lillian Doty, Bonnie Rae
Dutchak, Chelsea Eckhoff, Colleen Foss, Abby
Reich, Craig Shuck

Jodi Chastek, Gary Hanson, Merrill Hanson,
Eddie Hauer, Paulette Lien

Gabriel Hoffman, Brian Paulson

Palmer Dalton, Harold Danielson, Angela Geske,
Austin Holden, Laura Lien, Brian McComb
Lacey Thompson

Joan Espelien, Annie Larson, Ione Nichols, Don-
ald Sogge, Miranda Wig

Jesse Banks, George Couleur, Darlene Lind, Ri-
ley Nelson

Doris Fossen, Kareen Hayden, Jessica Jacobsen,
Alexandra Powell, Owen Quisberg

Lindsay Knakmuhs, Janet Novak, Todd Parker,
Jake Rooney, Lisa Sampson

Shari May, Collin Peterson, Claire Verch
Colton Anfinson, Gary Anfinson, Lilly Doty,
Joshua Proehl, Caleb Reich, Brandon Shuck
Loni Bultman, Lynda Manselle, Karen Peters,
Sandy Radel, Gary Ruter, Aloha Swenson,
Phyllis Tompt

Pat Dwyer, Tyler Lorensen, Lori Reich

Erling Lundeen, David Spears, Skye Vinson
Bryan Thorsrud

Aaron Halvorson, Ethan Haugen, Aaron Peterson
Vanessa Henjum, Diane Hoffman, Sandra
Lamer, Matthew Robnik

Madison Brey, Tom Lenz

Diane Minke, Jean Paris, David Schmiedeker,
Lindsay Sukalski

Jessica Eichhorst, Blaine Goracke, George Ol-
son, Jaclyn Peterson, Blake Shuck, Jinae
Swenson, Maurice Thompson

Mitchell Knight, Patty Kruger, Mark Lundberg,
Naomi Mahler

Leah Hardebeck, Lachlan Smith

Daryl Bengtson, David Bloomquist, Gwen Lar-
sen, Averi Prentice, Garmon Tipka

Paul Carlson, Kerin Christiansen, Charlotte Pear-
son, Kiara Stai

28 Heather DeSchepper, Mylo Gjerde, Alan Midby,
Ron Peterson, Joann Skaalrud, Roger Wig
29 Jarl Borresen

WomerELCA 2

February 2012 Bible Study
Book of Mark: Tough Questions
Theme Verse: Mark 10:49
"Take heart, get up, he is calling you."

No WELCA General Meeting in February

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

¢ February 13 & 14— 9am-3pm Quilting
¢ February 14-3pm WELCA Board Meets

+ February 15-Morning/Afternoon Bible Study
Circles

¢ February 20-Lakeland Conference WELCA
WINTER RETREAT at GLBC
9am Registration/Coffee
Program: Missions, speakers are
Bryant Kaden & Carrie Van Epps
Cost: $10.00 includes noon meal
Sign up sheet next to church office

¢ February 23-7pm Evening Bible Study
Rachel Circle

¢ February 26- Celebrate Bold Women's Day
¢ February 27 & 28— 9am-3pm Quilting
¢ March 2— 1pm World Day Of Prayer @ Faith

For more information, contact Nona Oie,
President at 796-5554.
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH e PHONE 320.796.2522
310 Medayto Drive . ‘ EMAIL falthsp%cer@.tds.net
Spicer MN 56288 i ! WEB www.faithspicer.org
% (&)
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY| THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
7:30am-12:15pm 7:30am-12:15pm 3:00pm-6:30pm 9:00am Bible Study
Praise & Play Praise & Play Music Lessons .
5:30pm Worship
3:30pm-5:00pm 9:00am Bible Study
WASSUP
5:30pm-8:00pm
5:15pm-5:45pm JFKix
Dinner
6:30pm New Member
6:00pm Confirmation Orientation
7:00pm Worship
7:30pm Choir Practice
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Fifth Sunday of 7:30am-12:15pm 7:30am-12:15pm 7:30am-12:15pm 7:30am-12:15pm 3:00pm-6:30pm 8:00am-4:00pm
Epiphany Praise & Play Praise & Play Praise & Play Praise & Play Music Lessons Piano Festival
8:30am Worship 10:30am Staff Noon-8:30pm 3:30pm-5:00pm 9:00am Bible Study 6:30pm Hobby 9:00am-4:00pm
. . Music Lessons WASSUP Night Hobby Da
9:30am Coffee/ 3:00pm-8:30pm 5:30pm-8:00pm & v
Education Hour Music Lessons 6:00-6:30pm 5:15pm-5:45pm JFKix 9:00am Bible Study
. Q. Tuesday’s Table Dinner
10:35am Worship ?F:;gp m-§:30pm @ Our }I:ady of the 5:30pm Worship
‘N)Vev;' Member X Lakes Catholic 6:00pm Confirmation
elcome : i
3-30}3 m Biggest Church 7:00pm Worship
oser
Papa Murphy . i ;
Pizza Pick Up 6:30pm-8:00pm Cub 7:30pm Choir Practice
Scouts
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Sixth Sunday of 7:30am-12:15pm 7:30am-12:15pm 7:30am-12:15pm 7:30am-12:15pm 3:00pm-6:30pm 9:00am Bible Stud;
y p P P p P P Yy
Epiphany Praise & Play Praise & Play Praise & Play Praise & Play Music Lessons )
) 5:30pm Worship
8:30am Worship 9:00am-3:00pm 9:00am-3:00pm Circles 9:00am Bible Study
Quilting uiltin . -5
9:30am Coffee/ Q € &?SPISHU%OOP m 5:30pm-8:00pm
Education Hour 10:30am Staff Noon-8:30pm JFKix
. 3:00pm-8:30pm Music Lessons 5:15pm-5:45pm .
10:35am Worship M oL : Dinner 6:00pm Link Board
usic Lessons 3:00pm WELCA A Meeting
2:00pm Piano 5:30pm-8:30pm Board Meeting 6:00pm Confirmation
Recital JEKix 6:00—6:30pm 7:00pm Worship
400pm Piano 630pm Biggest Tuesday’s Table 730pm Choir Practice
Recital Loser @ Evangelical
Covenant Church
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Transfiguration of | 7:30am-12:15pm 7:30am-12:15pm 7:30am-12:15pm 7:30am-12:15pm 3:00pm-6:30pm 9:00am Bible Study
Our Lord Praise & Play Praise & Play Praise & Play Praise & Play Music Lessons 3
5:30pm Worship
8:30am Worship 9:00am Lakeland Noon-8:30pm 3:30pm-5:00pm 9:00am Bible Study
Conference Music Lessons WASSUP
9:30am Coffee/ 5:30pm-8:00pm
Education Hour 10:30am Staff 6:00-6:30pm 5:30pm-6:30pm JFKix
) 3:00pm-8:30pm Tuesc!ay’s Table Soup Supper
10:35am Worship | o [ ecsons @ Faith 7:00pm Ash Wednes- | 7:00pm Rachel Bible
5:30pm-8:30pm 6:00pm-7:15pm day Worship Study
JFKix Girl Scouts 8:00pm Choir Practice
6:30pm Biggest
Loser LENT BEGINS
26 27 28 29
First Sunday of 7:30am-12:15pm 7:30am-12:15pm 7:30am-12:15pm
Lent Praise & Play Praise & Play Praise & Play
8:30am Worship 9:00am-3:00pm 9:00am-3:00pm 3:30pm-5:00pm
Quilting Quilting WASSUP
9:30am Coffee/
Education Hour 10:30am Staff Noon-8:30pm 5:30pm-6:30pm
Music Lessons Soup Supper
10:35am Worshi 3:00pm-8:30pm
p Mus}i)c Lessor}:s 6:00-6:30pm 7:(?0pm Lenten Wor-
6:30pm NOLA Tuesday’s Table ship
Pr@p Meeting @ 5:30pm—8:30pm @ Peace Lutheran 8:00pm Choir Practice
Faith JFKix
6:30pm Biggest
Loser
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PHONE
320.796.2522

EMAIL.: faithspicer@tds.net
WEBSITE: www.faithspicer.org

Worship Times
Labor Day — Memorial Day
At Faith Lutheran Church
Wednesday at 7:00pm
Saturday at 5:30pm
Sunday at 8:30 & 10:35am
Education Hour at 9:30am

Memorial Day — Labor Day
At Green Lake Bible Camp Chapel
Saturday at 5:30pm
Sunday at 8:00am & 9:00am
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Coming In....

VARG

Lent Soup Suppers
Lent Worship Services
March 2nd - World Day of Prayer

Weather Updates
For weather related announcements/cancellations at Faith , please
listen to the local radio stations for announcements. Faith Lutheran
Church follows the New London- Spicer School District. If school
is closed or let out early, all activities at Faith are also cancelled.
This information is also posted on our website and on Facebook.




