
 

 

 

New Years Day  
Sunday, January 1 @ 9:00am 

One Service Only 

 

 

 

 

 

Festival of the Epiphany 
January 7 & 8 

 

 

 

Companion Synod Celebration 
January 28 & 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Papa Murphy Youth Fundraiser 

Order Yours! 
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Michael Vinson 320.354.0145 
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Parish Administrator       Michelle Peterson 
Ministry Coordinator           Marge Erickson  
Worship Coordinator     Sharolyn Peterson 
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Mission Coordinator             Naomi Mahler 
Financial Secretary             Regina Mulder 
Administrative Assistant      Joy White 
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President                             Tom Deadrick 
Vice President              Jennifer Davenport  
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Elementary                Julie Schultz 
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  Check out our website! 
www.faithspicer.org 

Weather Updates 
 
 

In the event there is severe weather, please listen to the radio for announce-

ments about cancellations.  Faith Lutheran Church will follow the New Lon-

don- Spicer school district.  If school is closed or let out early, all activities 

at Faith will be cancelled.  We will also post this information on our website 

and on Facebook.  Call the office with any questions. 



 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM PASTOR MIKE 
 

 

 

 

“May the miracle of His birth light your way through the coming year”   
was the proclamation of a Christmas card that I received this Christmas. I wonder what are ways we as a 

congregation continue to make this light shine not only in our lives but also in the community we live in. 

Our mission coordinator continues to be busy finding ways to help us connect to our larger community in 

programs like the food shelf, Tuesday’s table and the work of the Link, but this is not just the work of one 

person. We are all called to mission in the life of the church, and I ask you to think about something you 

have passion for and find others in the congregation that have that same passion and start a mission pro-

ject. A great new year’s resolution is to find a way to better serve God.  

 

As a congregation there is a way to continue to add fuel to this light that burns and it comes in 

studying the Bible with other people in the faith. This is why in 2012 the pastoral staff would like to see 

the start of two new Bible studies!  

 

The first will be focused on young families / young adults with child care provided during the time 

of the study. This bible study will be on Tuesdays starting on January 17th from 6:30pm to 8:00pm.  

 

 The second will focus on those who have older children / newly empty nesters. This bible study 

will be on Mondays starting on January 16th from 6:30pm to 8:00pm.   

 

Both bible studies will be held at Pr. Mike’s home, and the setting will be relaxed with a focus on 

having safe conversation with others in the same stage of life. Communities of faith grow in strength when 

we see that we are not at this alone and can talk about our faith with others.  

 

There will be light snacks and beverages during the study. The Bible studies will be topic based 

with a theme or topic lasting around 4 to 6 weeks. The topic of our first 5 weeks together will be: Mar-

riage, parenting, and our future together. This study will end on Valentine’s week, and there will be a Val-

entine’s theme dinner held for both groups on their study night. Space for these bible studies is limited; 

there will be a sign up sheet at the welcome center for both groups.   

 

As we start this New Year, I would like to give you a prayer from a dear friend of mine Pastor Jay 

Grave, He writes, “Heavenly Father, walk through my house and take away all my worries and any illness, 

and please watch over and heal my family and friends. Bring quiet where there is chaos, bring light where 

there is darkness, and put love in our hearts. In JESUS name we pray, AMEN! 

  

+Pr. Mike 



 

 

Welcoming the Communityé 

 

ñBeyond Our Wallsò 
Michelle Peterson, Administrator 

 

Did you know that $75,400 of our annual mission 

plan goes to support our regular mission partners 

such as the ELCA church-wide body, Habitat for 

Humanity, Spicer Senior Dining, Lutheran Social 

Services, Green Lake Lutheran Ministries, and the 

Link.   

In addition to these contributions, in 2011 we also 

contributed another $39,355.32 to help our 

neighbors here and around the world, for a total of 

almost $115,000 being sent beyond the walls of 

Faith Lutheran Church. 

 

The following is a list from 2011: 

Lutheran World Relief  $  550.00 

ELCA World Hunger    $    70.00 

ELCA Missionary Support  $1142.87 

ELCA Disaster Response  $  805.00 

Vacation Bible School  $1495.00 

Link      $3191.00 

Companion Synod   $  464.00 

Faith Rebuilders    $  250.00 

Zimmerle missionary support  $1342.00 

Quilt Ministry    $  495.00 

Good Samaritan Fund   $1547.00 

Food Shelf    $6041.25 

Tuesday’s Table   $2483.64 

Habitat for Humanity   $  365.00 

GLBC Scholarships   $3540.00 

VBS Offering (ELCA Missionary) $  433.98 

Growing Project, FRB  $3123.00 

Green Lake Lutheran Ministries $  474.00 

Fair Trade Income   $4284.00 

Community Garden   $3648.38 

Pennies For Peace   $  419.20 

 

~Staff Transition~ 
 

In grateful thanks for the last sixteen months, the 

Executive Committee has received Naomi Mahler's  

resignation from her position of Mission Coordina-

tor at Faith Lutheran Church, effective December 

31st. Naomi will continue to serve as Director of the 

LINK ministry, but will no longer be covering our 

quarter-time position at Faith.  This change comes 

about as the LINK ministry continues to expand, 

and Naomi wants to be able to focus more fully in 

her role as the Director of the LINK. Thank you, 

Naomi, for your ministry with us at Faith. We are 

pleased that we will continue to work with you 

through the LINK. 

 

Temporarily, we are pleased to announce that 

Sharolyn Peterson, our Worship Coordinator,  has 

agreed to take on Naomi's hours while we take 

some time to evaluate and review how we would 

like to move forward with our staffing.  

  

With the pastoral transition that is in process and a 

potential retirement in 2012, this may be God call-

ing us to do something different in the future. 

Stay tuned….. 

 

 

ñStaff Spotlightò 

 

 
Sharolyn Peterson is our Worship Coordinator at 

Faith Lutheran and has been on board just about a 

year.  Her responsibilities include recruiting wor-

ship assistants, developing the schedule for volun-

teers at worship, working with the altar guild, order-

ing communion supplies, coordinating the liturgical 

décor in the sanctuary, and much more.  She is in 

the office on Mondays and Thursdays, about 8-10 

hours per week.   

 

Sharolyn has been a member at Faith since 1980, 

and before retiring, was the ECFE Coordinator for 

New London-Spicer schools. She knows MANY 

area residents, which is a huge asset to our staff!  

Sharolyn is also a member of the New London gar-

den club and on the board of the Willmar Area Food 

Shelf.  She loves to read, travel (especially to Swe-

den), watch sports, and research family history.  She 

has two adult children, a “grandpuppy”, and a 

grandson, Parker who she loves to play with and 

babysit!   

 

Thank you Sharolyn for the good work you do to 

help Faith maintain such a high quality worship ex-

perience! 

 

 



 

 

 

~ Simply Giving ~  

Challenge update 

 

Earlier this fall, a member of Faith challenged us 

with the promise of $5,000 if we could get fifty new 

participants in our "Simply Giving" program.  

As of December 28, we have 45 new participants 

already enrolled,  and the promise of 5 more who 

will join the program in January.  

The member has deemed this number to be "close 

enough", and the $5,000 has been deposited.  

However, if you would like to participate in 

"Simply Giving", you may start at anytime. Sign-up 

forms are available at the Welcome Center, or speak 

to our Financial Secretary, Regina Mulder if you 

have any questions or would like more information. 

Welcoming the Communityé 

 
  

 

 

 

 

How did we do this past year?  Although we do not 

have all the final numbers as of print time, it looks 

like we will be close to meeting all of our expenses 

for 2011.  Thank you for your support!   A final End 

of Year Financial Report will be available in the 

office the week of January 23rd for anyone who 

would like to review a copy. 

 

For 2012, our mission plan has been reduced by 

about 1% for a total operating budget of $702,423.  

Faithful and consistent giving will keep us on track 

to meet our expenses.  Please plan to make your 

contribution to Faith a regular part of your house-

hold financial plan. 

 

 

 

Our Churchôs Financial Health 
As of December 27, 2011  

 
How healthy are we? 

Projected actual expenses for 2011    =  $695,000.00 

Actual income for 2011 year-to-date =  $666,887.34 

Shortfall as of December 27, 2011    =    $28,112.66 

 

Other important financial information 

Mission Plan approved for 2011       = $715,228.00 

Projected actual expenses for 2011   = $695,000.00 

  

Mission Plan approved for 2012       = $702,423.00 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2011, Thrivent members designated over 

$8,000 from their Thrivent Choice Dollars to sup-

port Faith Lutheran church. 

This could be one more way for you to help support 

the ministries at Faith Lutheran Church! 

 

The Thrivent Choice program allows Thrivent mem-

bers to redirect some of the annual income for 

Thrivent to a charity of their choosing.  Eligibility 

requirements are: being a benefit member age 16 or 

older, holding a Thrivent volunteer leadership posi-

tion, having $800 or more in annual premiums of 

insurance products, or having $20,000 or more in 

contract value of products.   

 

If you are eligible, you will receive a letter in the 

mail.  You can also go to www.thrivent.com to find 

out more and to set up your contribution to Faith Lu-

theran.  Thank you for your continued support!   

Church Office  

Holiday Schedule 
 

Monday, Jan. 2 office 

closed all day 

http://www.thrivent.com
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Thanks so much for the lefse orders!  The fundraiser 

was a fantastic success!  We will be continuing the 

lefse sales yearly.  

Trisha Voss - Preschool Teacher 

 

Very much appreciated for my Thanksgiving good-

ies.  Thank you everyone. 

Rhoda Moe 

 

Many thanks for the delicious plate of food that was 

brought to me.  What an interesting variety!  I thor-

oughly enjoyed every morsel.  You are all so kind 

and may God richly bless you. 

Irene Brecke 

 

I want to thank you for the Thanksgiving goodies.  

Very nice!  God’s blessings. 

Gerald Brandjord 

 

Thanks to each and everyone who took a part in 

making and delivering the Thanksgiving treat. 

Arlene Gould 

 

We thank you Faith Church and members for the 

very nice Thanksgiving plate of baked food and 

fruit.  Thank you and bless everyone. 

Ruben & Vera Hoglund 

 

Wow!  That was a big Thanksgiving gift!  Thanks 

heaps for all the goodies.  God bless everybody. 

Hallis Matson 

 

Thank you for the delicious plate of goodies you 

delivered for Thanksgiving.  All the treats were 

wonderful.  My family and I really enjoyed them. 

Harold Danielson 

 

What a nice surprise the Thanksgiving care package 

was for us.  Thanks to all the folks at Faith that put 

these together and delivered to our house.  We en-

joyed every treat. 

Roy & LaVonne Eliason 

 

I want to thank Pastor Simon for his visits and 

prayers and  all prayers from others over the last 

year.  Also, thanks for the tray of goodies.  We have 

much to be thankful for. 

Billie Nichols 

 

Thanks to all Sunday school students, Caterpillars-

Grade 6 who participated in the annual Children’s 

Christmas Worship Service. It was educational 

AND very fun!  

 

Thanks so much for bringing in your UPC codes for 

Labels for Education and your Cashwise Labels for 

Learning point receipts. We truly appreciate your 

support of Praise ¥  Play Preschool.   

A WORD ABOUT OUR PLEDGES FOR 2012 
  

At our Annual Meeting in October, we approved a Mission Plan for 2012 of:      $  702,423.00 

 

As of December 27th, we have received pledges for 2012 from 139 of our  

                                                                            450 households, for a total:         $   368,808.50  

   

This total amount, averaged over 139 of our households equals:                           $       2,653.00 (per household) 

 

If the remaining 311 households pledge a similar average, we would raise an 

                  additional:      $   825,083.00 

  

The pledged grand total could be:                                                                        $1,193,891.50 

Just think of the ministry opportunities we could pursue as a congregation, not to mention the speed with which 

we could pay down our mortgage. 

If you have not yet filled out a pledge card for 2012, can we encourage you to do so at your earliest opportu-

nity.  Cards are available from the Welcome Center or the Church Office.  These pledges will be used to help 

us discern our future ministry together.  Your support and participation is vital. 
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New Member Orientation 

Thursday, February 2  

at 6:30pm 

 
If you or someone you know is interested in joining 

Faith, please call the church office.  New members 

will be welcomed at the 10:35am service Sunday,  

February 5.  Childcare will be provided.   

 
 

Thank youôs continuedé. 
 

Thanks to all Sunday and Wednesday volunteers! 

God has truly blessed us through your service to oth-

ers. 

 

Thanks to everyone who bought gifts for The Mitten 

Tree!  Many lives were made a little more cheery 

this season, by your generosity! 

Naomi Mahler 

 

Thanks to all those who baked and bought treats for 

the cookie sale!  The youth made $484.16   to go to-

wards their trip to New Orleans. 

Naomi Mahler 

 

 

Our Church Family  
 

The following members have been listed in our 

Prayer Concerns during the month of December: 
 

Phyllis Tompt 

Wendell Halvorson 

Carla Lagerstedt 

Lois Osland 

Janice Carlson    

Donald Sogge    

David Essendrup 

Bill Duenow 

Kris Pederson 

Betty Engebretson and family   

Alan Miller and family 

Roger Radel and family 

 

 

 

 

 

Marlow Engebretson 

December 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Evelyn Rose Barber & Elisen Kay Barber 

Daughters of Brandon Barber & Nicole Rosenquist 

December 3 

 

 

 

 

 

Families Of Babies  

Baptized In 2011 
 

 

On Sunday, January 15, 2012 your family is invited 

to a Worship Service at 10:35am followed by a 

luncheon at 11:45am.  The worship and luncheon are 

in honor and celebration of the baptisms that took 

place at Faith Lutheran during 2011.  We look for-

ward to sharing this celebration with you! 

 

 

 

Baptism Orientation 

Tuesday, January 24, 2012 

 

 

 
For anyone planning a baptism this winter or spring a 

Baptism Orientation will be held on Tuesday, Janu-

ary 24 at 6:30pm.  Please register by Sunday, Janu-

ary  15.  You will have an opportunity to learn about 

Baptism, meet others with new little ones and get to 

know your Congregational Sponsor, who, in addition 

to your own choice of Godparents, will stand with 

you at the Baptism.  Orientation will last approxi-

mately one hour.  Call the church office to register.  

Child care will be available. 



 

 

Tuesdayôs Table  

@ Faith 
 

 

Don’t forget to join us every third Tuesday of the 

month.  Our dinner includes lasagna, a salad and 

dessert!  Last month we served 142 people!  To vol-

unteer, contact Naomi Mahler, Mission Coordinator.  

We dine from 6:00pm until 6:30pm and it’s free! 

Bring as many friends as you like.  Hope to see you 

there!  See the complete monthly schedule on the 

Link page. 

 
 

 

ñGO FIGURE!?!ò  

FOR YOUNG ADULTS  

(AGES 16-30)é 

 
Join our new “discussion group”/”hang out”/”Q & 

A” time on Sunday mornings between services for 

Young Adults (ages 16-30).  Join us at 9:40am in the 

Fireside Room.  Get to know each other, tackle a 

topic, and have some fun!  Grab a coffee, or a pop, 

and join us for 45 minutes – and bring your Bible, 

you never know, you might even learn something!  

Go Figure!   

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pastor Mike will be hosting two new Bible studies in 

the New Year at his home. One will be focused on 

young families / young adults with child care pro-

vided during the time of the study. This study will be 

on Tuesdays from 6:30pm-8:00pm running Janu-

ary 17 thru February 14.  The second will focus on 

those who have older children / newly empty nesters. 

This study will be on Mondays from 6:30pm-

8:00pm running January 16 thru February 13.   
Both will be topic based. 

If you would like to join either of these Bible study 

opportunities, please see the sign up sheets at the 

Welcome Center. You can also email or Facebook 

Pastor Mike and indicate your interest as well @  

flc_michael @tds.net. 

 

New Years Day Worship  
Sunday, Jan. 1 @ 9:00am 

*One service 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Chancel Choir sings! 
January Schedule 

Sunday, 8th @ 8:30am  & 10:35am 

Sunday, 29th @ 8:30am & 10:35am 

 

Sunday School Students Sing 
Sunday, 22nd @ 10:35am 

 

 

 

 

 

Alternative  

Wednesday Worship  
Resumes January 11 @ 7:00pm 

 

 

 
 

éto Welcomeé 

January Worship Scripture Readings 

Jan. 1 ~ Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

Galatians 4:4-7 & Luke 2:22-40 
 

Jan. 7 & 8 ~ Genesis 1:1-5 

Acts 19:1-7 & Mark 1:4-11 
 

Jan. 14 & 15 ~ 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 11-20 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 & John 1:43-51 
 

Jan. 21 & 22 ~ Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

1 Corinthians & :29-31 & Mark 1:14-20 
 

Jan. 28 & 29 ~ Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 & Mark 1:21-28 
 

éto Rejoiceé 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAISE ¦ PLAY PRESCHOOL 

January Activities 
 

Themes: Health, Snow, Books: “If You Give a 

Mouse a Cookie”  

Art: Paint with a toothbrush, paint a winter scene 

with glue and glitter, make glittering snowballs us-

ing glue and yarn wrapped around a balloon. 

Dramatic Play Area: Doctor’s station, fireplace in 

a home. 

Math: Bead patterns, students use their bodies to 

make shapes on the floor, count the toothbrushes, 

Classification: What clothes do you use in which 

season?   

Story: The Snowy Day, The Little Snowflake, 

When Winter Comes, Ice Cream Bear. 

Reading/Writing: Retell a story in story order.  

Begin journaling: Tell about a time you made a 

snowman, focus on the letters T, G, K, L, and Y 

Science/Health: Does ice melt faster in your bare 

hand or your gloved hand? Students will make a 

prediction and then we will experiment.  Why do we 

brush our teeth, wash our hands, eat fruits and vege-

tables?  Students will discover the answers to these 

questions and find out what makes their bodies 

healthy. 

Other: Patti Dols is sharing her musical talents with 

the preschool once a month.  This month we learned 

a cookie song, a bean bag song, Jingle Bells, Away 

in the Manger, and many other fun piano tunes! 

We have Bible stories every day and Pastor visits 

twice a week.  

 

Volunteer Opportunities  

Donations: I am looking for old keys that you no 

longer need, please drop them off at the church for 

the preschool.  We will use them for sorting activi-

ties.  Thanks! 

Classroom helpers: Read a story, play a game, 

share your knowledge, etc.  

Contact Trisha Voss for more information about 

volunteering or registration. (320)796-2522 or 

praiseandplay@tds.net. 
 

 

 

 

LABELS FOR EDUCATION  

NEEDED UPC CODES!  

 

 

 

Praise ¥ Play Preschool kids say thanks to you for 

bringing in UPC codes for Labels For Education. 

Many products are eligible to use. “Eligible Prod-

ucts” sheets are in a display in the east entryway at 

church.  Please take one! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CASHWISE FOODS  

LABELS FOR LEARNING 

 

Each time you “check out” at Cashwise Foods, 

please “check out” your receipt. It may include La-

bels For Learning points. Faith’s Praise ¥ Play Pre-

school is collecting those. Each time we collect 

2500 points, we get $25 cash! It really is that easy! 

Thanks for helping out! 

 
 

 
 

Praise & Play Preschool  

Advisory Committee Members 

 
Don’t forget we have a meeting on   

Monday, January 16 at 6:00pm 
 

 
 

 

 

WINTER WEATHER ALERTS 

 

 
The Preschool, WASSUP & Confirmation schedules 

follow the NL-S school calendar. If school at NL-S 

is let out early or cancelled on a Wednesday – we 

will not have WASSUP or Confirmation activities. 

Check for cancellations on Q102.5 fm radio’s Op-

eration Snow Desk or look on www.yourq102.com. 
 

 

éand Growé 

mailto:praiseandplay@tds.net


 

 

éand Growé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUZZ ABOUT SUNDAY 

Caterpillars, Cocoons, Butterflies are learning 

about the Wise Men visiting Jesus and the early life 

of Jesus. Read those stories with them in their Spark 

Storybook Bibles. 

Faith Walk Grades 1 ï 4 are studying the visit of 

the Wise Men through Bible story games, relays, 

food and creative puppetry. 

Grades 5 & 6 are “Grappling” with making good 

choices. Their key verses are Romans 12:2 & Phi-

lippians 4:8. 

Grades 7, 8 & 9 are discussing handling their an-

ger, the Devil and why do bad things happen? Ask 

them! 

Grade 10 ï 30 yrs are invited to “Go Figure” each 

Sunday with Pr. Mike from 9:35-10:25 in the Fire-

side Room. Discuss “hot topic” issues and how they 

relate to your faith. 

 

 

 

CATERPILLARS & FAMILIES 

 

 

        

On Sunday, January 22, at 9:30am, all Caterpillars 

parents are asked to attend Sunday school with their 

child. Also on Sunday, January 22, at the 10:35am 

service all Caterpillar students will receive a Spark 

Storybook Bible. Please put this date on your calen-

dar and plan to attend! The Bibles will have name 

labels, so please call the church office with the cor-

rect spelling of your child’s full name. THANKS so 

much to all who make this possible by their gifts! 
 

 

 

SUMMER 2012  MAKE PLANS  

FOR BIBLE CAMP SOON!  

 

 

Look for Green Lake Bible Camp Brochures in 

Faith’s Welcome Center by mid-January. Check 

them out and make summer camp plans! 

 

 

NO Sunday School  
Sunday, January 1  

See you at the 9am worship service! 

 

 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING UPDATE! 

 

$673.08 has been collected to support Allyson 

Streed. The following is a thank you from Ally.

 I would like to tell you how incredibly 

thankful I am for the support that you have, and 

continue to, offer to me through this Covenant Rela-

tionship.  I feel so very blessed.  If you are inter-

ested, I have started a blog (http://ally-

amerikajin.blogspot.com/) where I post updates, 

anecdotes, and lessons learned from my experiences 

here in Japan.  I try to keep it more inspiring than 

just listing what I had for breakfast. ☺ I look for-

ward to being in communication with the members 

of Faith Lutheran Church as this journey contin-

ues.  I hope to hear more about your ministry and 

any updates you may have as we move forward to-

gether in mission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come along and join us at Faith’s WASSUP 

(Wednesday After School Super Unique Program) 

for ALL Kindergarten – Grade 6 students.  We sing 

super songs, eat yummy snacks, play great games 

and create unique crafts. On Wednesdays after 

school, please take the Faith bus from NL-S schools 

and parents should pick you up from church at 5pm. 

WASSUP meets on January 11, 18 & 25.  

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION FOR  

GRADES 7-9 

 

Wednesday, January 11, 18 & 25 

From 6:00pm-7:30pm 

http://ally-amerikajin.blogspot.com/
http://ally-amerikajin.blogspot.com/


 

 

....and Growé.  
 

 

 

Youth Fundraiser Meeting  

Wednesday, January 4, 6:00pm @ Faith 

 

Preparation meeting on New Orleans  

Youth Gathering, January 15, 6:30pm  @  

First Lutheran Church, Norway Lake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPPERS  

 

 

 

You can help youth going to New Orleans more af-

fordable by donating soup ingredients, chopping 

veggies, making soup, baking bread, and eating at 

the Lenten soup suppers. On Sundays we chop, on 

Wednesdays we cook and you can bake bread at 

home. Sign up on the January Opportunities to 

Serve if you would be willing to help out in Febru-

ary and March. **We are especially looking for 

help from families of those going to New Orleans 

who will benefit from this annual fundraiser!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PIZZA & SUPER BOWL!  

PLAN AHEAD IN JANUARY 
 

Faith youth headed to New Orleans in July 2012 are 

hosting a Papa Murphy’s pizza fundraiser. You may 

order on any Sunday in January at Faith’s Welcome 

Center. Payment is due at time of ordering. Your 

order will be ready to pick up at church from 

8:15am-11:45am on Sun., Feb. 5. Items available 

are: Lasagna, Cookie Dough, Cheesy Bread, Cinna-

mon Wheels and 6 different pizzas: Chicago stuffed 

pizza, Cheese, Pepperoni , Cowboy, Awesome, 

Gourmet Chicken . 

 

Companion Synod Sunday  
 

On Sunday, January 29 we will celebrate Companion 

Synod Sunday to recognize our relationship with the 

South - Eastern Diocese of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

South Africa and specifically 

The Lakeland Conference’s rela-

tionship with the Empangeni-

Richard's Bay Circuit.  As part 

of our companion synod rela-

tionship, The SWMN Synod has committed to sup-

porting a HIV/AIDs Coordinator for the whole Dio-

cese by helping raise $ 1,000 per year for five years 

in support of this ministry. 

 
The South Eastern Diocesan Council has appointed 

Mrs. Lungile Nyathikazi as the HIV/AIDs Coordina-

tor.  In her part-time position as Coordinator Mrs 

Nyathikazi travels throughout the diocese and con-

fers with pastors and parish leaders so they work to-

gether in providing education, in urging people to get 

tested for HIV and AIDS, and having community 

gardens to help people with the proper nourishment 

so the Anti Retro Viral drugs will be effective.  She 

also puts on workshops, and urges congregations to 

provide counseling, to avoid stigmatizing people and 

families with AIDS, and to provide hospice care.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join our Polar Bear Plunge Team!  

Saturday, January 28 @ 1:00pm 
 

The Polar Bear Plunge, presented by Minnesota law 

enforcement, is a unique opportunity for individuals, 

organizations and businesses to support Special 

Olympics athletes by jumping into frigid Minnesota 

waters. To register or for more information check out 

the website .   http://www.plungemn.org/   

Register first as an individual, and then join with oth-

ers from Faith Lutheran as the Leap of Faith 

Team.  Contact Vicki Mickelson 905-6603 for 

more info about being part of Faithôs Team. 

 

....In Serving the Lordé.  

http://www.plungemn.org/


 

 

....In Serving the Lordé.  

 

 

MFAD 
(Missionary for a Day) 

 

Do you know that we support our 

ELCA Missionary Ally Streed 

primarily through our Missionary 

for a Day program?  She is cur-

rently doing God’s work in Japan.  You can make 

a gift to MFAD in honor or remembrance of a 

loved one at any time during the year.  Please re-

member this important ministry as you think about 

creative ways to recognize a loved one.  Sign up 

on the board by the Welcome Center for a day in 

honor or memory of a loved one.  Make your 

check payable to Faith for $7 and designate it to 

MFAD.  November donations were given by: 

 

In memory of: 

Annabelle Imsdahl by Phyllis Tompt 

Alfred & Martha Hogstad by daughter Dorothy 

Swart 

Annabelle Imsdahl and Roland by Iris Johnson 

Annabelle Imsdahl by Bev Tharaldson 

Marlow Engebretson & June Miller by Winifred 

Quam 

Marlow Engebretson by Faith WELCA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Lutheran will be holding a bloodmo-

bile,  Tuesday,  January 31, 2012, 1:00pm-

7:00pm.  If you are willing to bring food or serve in 

the kitchen please call the church office.  You can 

also sign-up on our January Opportunities to Serve 

Cards. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

306 quilts were completed in 2011 by our Faith 

quilters.  My heart is filled with gratitude for all 

who were involved:  The quilters who dedicated 

31 days at church pinning, tying, sewing, cutting 

and ironing, those who donated fabric, thread and 

yarn, those who sewed tops and backs at home, 

those who donated funds for fabric and batting 

and the men who completed the quilting closet 

(which has been a great help to us).  It’s a real 

team effort and thanks to all who supported this 

ministry.  Quilts have been donated to Lutheran 

World Relief, Lutheran Social Service, Red Cross, 

Salvation Army, The Women’s Shelter, Benson 

Girls Ranch, Habitat for Humanity, Green Lake 

Lutheran Ministry and LINK.  We meet at church 

the second and fourth Monday and Tuesday of 

each month January - May and September - No-

vember.  Come and join us! 

 

Ruth Idstrom 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 - when you’ve had a baby 

 - when you need to sign up for baptism orientation 

 - when you need to schedule a baptism or wedding 

 - when you want information on joining Faith 

 - when you need to add someone to the prayers 

 - when you would like a visit from a pastor 

 

 

 

Do you head south  

for the winter? 
 

If you are one of these lucky people would you 

please call the church office and let us know your 

winter address along with the dates that you will be 

gone?  The post office charges us every time we get 

a returned mailing.  Help us keep all our costs down 

and keep us updated on where you are.  Thank you! 



 

 

é.In Serving the Lordé. 

  

From the Parish Nurse 
 

ñHealthy Eating Challengesò 

 

 

 

As part of Faith’s Biggest Loser Weight Loss Chal-

lenge, we’d like to share a few healthy eating chal-

lenges for you to try (whether you are part of the 

Challenge or not) there are 4 challenges – one for 

each week of the month to try: 

 

  ~This week try not to eat food after 8:00pm. 

  ~This week try not to skips any meals. 

  ~Every time you eat a meal, sit down, chew slowly, 

    and pay attention to flavors and textures.   

  ~Try not to have any distractions such as the televi- 

     sion. 

  ~Try a new fruit or vegetable this week.  Have you 

    ever tried jicama, plantain, bok choy, starfruit, pa- 

    paya or pomegranate? 

  ~Go lean with proteins this week.  Eat lean or low- 

    fat meat: chicken, turkey, or fish.  Try dried beans 

    and peas as your lean protein. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recipe Modifications for Healthy Eating 
 

 

Please join us on Monday, January 16 at 7:00pm to 

hear from our personal Nutrition specialist.  We  

walk at 6:30pm and hear from our speaker at 

7:00pm.  All are welcome to hear about “recipe 

modifications”.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE LINK 
 

 
 

Our mission: 

ñCreating a community where neighbors share the 

love of God through service to each other.ò   
 

From the Directoré. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in The 

Link’s  Christmas Concert, Child of Joy, Child of 

Peace.  It was a wonderful evening of music and fel-

lowship and we raised over $2400 in our offering to 

help our neighbors in need. 

 

This past month we have helped families with basic 

needs such help with the electric bill in order to keep 

the heat one, we have helped with emergency car 

repairs and we have helped a few families be able to 

buy some Christmas presents.   

 

One client came in to ask for gifts for her sons.  

When I asked her what she wanted, she paused, 

choked up a bit and said, “No one has asked me what 

I wanted for Christmas in 20 years!”  When I pressed 

her she said, “Well maybe some new shoes for work 

because I’m on my feet all day.”  Your generosity 

gives hope and support to people in our community 

in many different ways!  Thank you so much for re-

membering The Link this season and for all that you 

share!   
 

Naomi Mahler 

Director, The Link 

 

 

 

 

Monetary donations are always accepted  
c/o of The Link’s fiscal host,  

Faith Lutheran Church 

310 Medayto Dr, Spicer, MN 56288.   

Designate your check for The Link. 

 

 

Check out our new website:  www.thelinknls.org 

Like The Link on Facebook! 

 

 

 

  Linking people.
Building community.



 

 

 

Let's Make 2012 The Year Minnesota Resolves 

To End Homelessness. 
 Homeless advocates are embarking on a year-long 

campaign to engage Minnesotans of every walk of 

life, from every county, every city, in pledging to do 

their part to end homelessness.  We know we cannot 

end homelessness in one year, but we can signifi-

cantly move public will.  

  

Will you make a resolution to do your part in 

2012? 
 Here's how it works:   Record a short video that in-

cludes the words "I resolve..." with your personal-

ized message.  Email your video clip to vid-

eos@mnhomelesscoalition.org and we will share it 

through social media and other sources.  

  

Instructions & Tips 
Please keep video to one minute or less. 

Title your video - consider using your city/

region or resolution theme. 

Please consider resolving to do actions that truly 

get at ending homelessness.  Think about where 

you have influence.  What can you do with that 

influence to help end homelessness?   

Email your video to: 

      videos@mnhomelesscoalition.org 

 

Examples of actions you might consider taking:  

I resolve to have my business contribute volun-

teers and financial resources to build and sus-

tain housing. 

I resolve to participate in Homeless Day on the 

Hill on March 8, 2012. 

I resolve to dedicate a percentage of my rental 

units to housing people who are transitioning 

out of homelessness. 

I resolve to raise $1,000 to help homeless advo-

cacy and/or The Link. 

I resolve to greet warmly every homeless person 

I meet. 

I resolve to visit my local homeless program to 

educate myself about homelessness. 

I resolve to sponsor one family transitioning out 

of homelessness by helping to stock their apart-

ment with kitchen and bathroom necessities. 

I resolve to learn how I can make a difference. 

 

Thank you for your commitment  

to ending homelessness! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) Marks Gospel was probably written: 

      A) First B) Second C) Third 

 

2)   Of the 4 Gospels, Mark’s narrative:  

      A) is the longest B) is in most chronological or- 

      der C) contains least number of events 

 

3)   Mark wrote his gospel for:  

      A) Mostly Greek audiences B) Non Jewish audi- 

      ences C) the Christians in Rome 

 

4)   Most of the action in Mark centers in:  

      A) Jordan B) Israel C) Galilee 

 

5) The Gospel of Mark begins with:  

      A) a genealogy B) Jesus’ birth C) Story of John 

      the Baptist 

 

 

 

 

How did you do? 
 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAYôS TABLE 

Join us Every Tuesday night at 6pm! 

 

 

 

1st Tues @ Our Lady of the Lakes, Spicer 

2nd Tues @ Evangelical Covenant, New London 

3rd Tues @ Faith Lutheran, Spicer 

4th Tues @ Peace Lutheran , New London 

5th Tues @ Hope Presbyterian, Spicer 

Tuesday’s Table is a great way to enjoy some fel-

lowship and conversation, take a night off from 

cooking and meet some new neighbors!  Invite a 

friend!  Volunteer to help! 

 

 

é.In Serving the Lordé. 

Answers: 1) A  2) B  3)C  4) C  5)C 

http://us.mc657.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=videos@mnhomelesscoalition.org
http://us.mc657.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=videos@mnhomelesscoalition.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Matt Bisek, Jenna Chapin, Deric DeSchepper, 

Judy Lundeen, Rodney Paulson 

2 Dean Gylten, Brody Lien 

3 Hayden Downey, Chaz Lindstrand, Rick Negen 

4 Brennan Reich 

5 Ian Carlson, Makenzie Erickson, Ava Hauer, 

Elijah Haugen, Anita Lewison, Ed Rauk, Court-

ney Schiesser, Nathan Verch 

6 Derek Doty, Ashley Holien, Ramona Keller, 

Jesse Knudsen, Dane Pearson 

7 Keith Nelson, Norma Wacholz 

8 Dylen Hunter, Corey Strom, Jamie Swenson 

9 Ruth Fairchild, Lily Verch 

10 Nicholas Erickson, Aidan Paulson 

11 Jonathan Wessels 

12 Ashley Baker, Richard Ford, Ryan Lamer, Em-

manuel Lopez, Marlo Lopez, Emma Solsrud 

13 Myles Macik 

14 Denise Gjerde, Tom Groth, Stephen Grothem, 

Ellie Hanson, Gary Swanson 

15 Becky Brisendine, Roger Radel, Sarah Vauk 

16 Rowan Haven, Chris Rueckert, Jared Swenson, 

Ruby Teigland 

17 Cheryl DeZeeuw, Nathan Klaers, Kellie Prentice, 

Mark Thompson, Jeff Vetsch 

18 Braden Banks, Lillian Nelson, Derrick Nieland, 

Robert Sogge 

19 David Eliason, Justin Kemppainen, Brooke Lien, 

Sharon Willen 

20 Dee Dee Hanson, Marlys Jacobson 

21 Roy Eliason, Debbie Hoekstra, Roger Lehrke, 

Kelly McComb, Bodey Mohr, Jacob Reich, 

Susan Rime 

22 Dylan Hardebeck, Erik Woodhall 

23 Gavin Degner, Christopher Isdal, Elmer Mead 

24 Brianna Fredrick 

25 Alicia Larsen 

26 Loretta Fenske, Gail Johnson, Lauren Marquardt, 

Jack Noeldner, Olivia Paffrath, Stanley Thomp-

son 

27 Brooklyn Dolan, Chad Erickson, Stephany 

Geske, Steve Hunt, Kip Knutson, Linda Lucas, 

Evan Michelson, Quentin Radel, Linda Stai 

28 Phillip Quam, Mike Swenson 

29 Kathleen Anderson, Levy Harlow, Kory Klebe, 

Karen Peterson, Ella Quale, Logan Schaaf 

30 Andrea Bloedel, Gregory Fensom, Jeni Gafkin, 

Kodi Goracke, Janet Johnson, Sam Nelson, Leo-

nard Rossell, Troy Schiesser 

31 Steve Brisendine, Louis Eichhorst, Cal Knudsen, 

Cynthia Mathisen, Hallis Matson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

New Member Orientation - February 2  

New Member Welcome - February 5 

Tuesdays Table - February 21 

Ash Wednesday - February 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

January 2012 Bible Study 

Book of Mark:  Confessing Christ 

Theme verse:  Mark 9:24     

"I believe, help my unbelief!" 

  

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE 

  

No WELCA General Board Meeting in January 

  

Dates to remember:    

  

January 9 & 10:  Quilting Days 

January 18:  Bible Study Morning and Afternoon  

                    Circles 

January  23 & 24:  Quilting Days 

January 24-:  WELCA Board meeting after Quilting 

January 26:  Evening Bible Study Circles 

  

Nona Oie   President    796-5554 
 

  



 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

310 Medayto Drive 

Spicer MN 56288 
 

 

PHONE 320.796.2522 

EMAIL faithspicer@tds.net 

WEB www.faithspicer.org 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
1 

First Sunday of 

Christmas 

 

9:00am Worship 

 

10:00am Coffee 

2 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

3:00pm-8:30pm 

Music Lessons 
 

6:30pm Biggest 

Loser 
 

Office Closed 

3 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

Noon-8:30pm 

Music Lessons 
 

6:00-6:30pm 

Tuesday’s Table 

@ Our Lady of the 

Lakes Catholic 
Church 
 

4 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

10:30am Staff 
 

6:00pm Youth Fund-

raising Meeting 

 

7:30pm Choir Practice 

5 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

9:00am Bible Study 
 

5:30pm-8:00pm 

JFKix 
 

6:00pm Council 

6 
3:00pm-6:30pm 

Music Lessons 

7 
9:00am Bible Study 
 

5:30pm Worship  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 
Festival of Epiph-

any 
 

8:30am Worship 
 

9:30am Coffee/

Education Hour 
 

10:35am Worship  

 

 
 

 

 

9 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

9:00am-3:00pm 

Quilting 
 

10:30am Staff  
 

3:00pm-8:30pm 

Music Lessons 
 

5:30pm-8:30pm 

JFKix 
 

6:30pm  Biggest 

Loser  
 

6:30pm-8:00pm Cub 

Scouts 

10 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

9:00am-3:00pm 

Quilting 
 

Noon-8:30pm 

Music Lessons 
 

6:00-6:30pm 

Tuesday’s Table 
@ Evangelical 

Covenant Church 

11 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

3:30pm-5:00pm  

WASSUP 
 

5:15pm-5:45pm  

Dinner 
 

6:00pm Confirmation 
 

7:00pm Worship 
 

7:30pm Choir Practice 

12 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

9:00am Bible Study 
 

5:30pm-8:00pm 

JFKix 
 

 

 

13 
3:00pm-6:30pm 

Music Lessons 
 

6:30pm Hobby             

Night 

14 
9:00am Bible Study 
 

5:30pm Worship  

 

 

 

15 
Festival of the 

Baptism of our 
Lord 
 

8:30am Worship 
  
9:30am Coffee/

Education Hour  
 

10:35am Worship  

 
6:30pm NOLA 

Prep Meeting @ 

First Lutheran, 

Norway Lake 

16 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

10:30am Staff  
 

3:00pm-8:30pm 

Music Lessons 
 

5:30pm-8:30pm 

JFKix 
 

6:00pm P&P Adv. 

Meeting 
 

6:30pm  Biggest 

Loser 

17 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

Noon-8:30pm 

Music Lessons 
 

6:00-6:30pm 

Tuesday’s Table 

@ Faith 
 

6:00pm-7:15pm 
Girl Scouts 

18 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

Circles 
 

3:30pm-5:00pm  

WASSUP 
 

5:15pm-5:45pm  

Dinner 
 

6:00pm Confirmation 
 

7:00pm Worship 
 

7:30pm Choir Practice 
 

 

19 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

9:00am Bible Study 
 

5:30pm-8:00pm 

JFKix 
 

6:00pm Link Board 

Meeting 

 

20 
3:00pm-6:30pm 

Music Lessons 
 

 

 

21 
9:00am Bible Study 
 

1:00pm-3:00pm 

Peterson Baby 

Shower 
 

5:30pm Worship   

 

22 
Third Sunday after 

Epiphany  
 

8:30am Worship  
 

9:30am Coffee/

Education Hour 
 

10:35am Worship 
 

 
 

 

23 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

9:00am-3:00pm 

Quilting 
 

10:30am Staff  
 

3:00pm-8:30pm 

Music Lessons 
 

5:30pm-8:30pm 

JFKix 
 

6:30pm  Biggest 

Loser 

24 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

9:00am-3:00pm 

Quilting 
 

Noon-8:30pm 

Music Lessons 
 

3:00pm WELCA 

Board Meeting 
 

6:00-6:30pm 

Tuesday’s Table 

@ Peace Lutheran 
 

6:30pm Baptism 

Orientation 

25 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

3:30pm-5:00pm  

WASSUP 
 

5:15pm-5:45pm  
Dinner 
 

6:00pm Confirmation 
 

7:00pm Worship 
 

7:30pm Choir Practice 
 

 

 

26 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

9:00am Bible Study 
 

5:30pm-8:00pm 

JFKix 

 

6:00pm Leadership 

Retreat 
 

7:00pm Rachel Bible 

Study 

 

 

27 
3:00pm-6:30pm 

Music Lessons 
 

28 
9:00am Bible Study 
 

5:30pm Worship   

 

 

 

29 
Fourth Sunday 

after Epiphany  
 

8:30am Worship  
 

9:30am Coffee/

Education Hour 
 

10:35am Worship 

 
 

30 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

10:30am Staff  
 

3:00pm-8:30pm 

Music Lessons 
 

No JFKix 
 

6:30pm  Biggest 
Loser 

31 
7:30am-12:15pm 

Praise & Play 
 

Noon-8:30pm 

Music Lessons 
 

1:00pm-7:00pm 

Bloodmobile 
 

6:00-6:30pm 

Tuesday’s Table 

@ Hope Presbyte-

rian 
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      Look inside foréé 

 

Baptism Orientation 

New Member Orientation 

Papa Murphy Fundraiser 

Polar Plunge team 

LINK information 

 

And much more... 

 

 

PHONE 

320.796.2522 
 

EMAIL: faithspicer@tds.net 

WEBSITE:  www.faithspicer.org 

 

 

Worship Times 

Labor Day ð Memorial Day 

At Faith Lutheran Church 

Wednesday at 7:00pm 

Saturday at 5:30pm 

Sunday at 8:30  & 10:35am 

Education Hour at 9:30am 

 

Memorial Day ð Labor Day 

At Green Lake Bible Camp Chapel 

Saturday at 5:30pm 

Sunday at 8:00am & 9:00am 


